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Manufacturing and development of new products involving nanotechnology is proceeding at a rapid pace. Nanoscale materials now are in electronic, cosmetics, automotive and medical products. The Woodrow Wilson Center’s Project on Emerging Nanotechnologies (PEN) keeps an online inventory of nanotechnology-based consumer products currently on the market (http://www.nanotechproject.org/inventories/consumer/). Today, the Consumer Products Inventory lists 610 products, produced by 322 companies, located in 20 countries.

Here are some reasons why you should consider nanobusiness partners and how to find them. You can:

· Increase your understanding of science at the nanoscale by learning about local manufacturing

· Reach out to a new community sector, one that includes potential corporate sponsors and donors

· Generate new ideas for demonstrations, activities, exhibits

· Find material that may be useful in your buildings and facilities (sensors, window films, damage-resistant coatings and surfaces, efficient lights and construction material)

· Identify new grant partners for future collaborations (commercialization of nanoproducts in small businesses is supported by a separate category of NSF grants for small businesses and innovations).

Here are two sources of potential collaborators:

To explore how and where nanotechnology is being developed and commercialized in the US, the PEN has compiled publicly available data and created an inventory of maps that can be used to find the locations of more than 800 companies, universities, government labs and other organizations. The total includes 637 companies, 138 university and government labs, and 45 other types of organizations. You can view this US NanoMetro Map at www.nanotechproject.org/maps/mappage.html, and download the table of businesses organized by state at www.nanotechproject.org/process/assets/files/2778/map_data.pdf

The NanoBusiness Alliance (www.nanobusiness.org) is a not-for-profit association dedicated to promoting the commercialization of nanotechnology and helping companies bring nanotech products to the market. They are regularly called to testify before Congress and sought for input on new legislation pertaining to nanotechnology. They hold an annual conference in New York for business networking. Many companies you find in your communities may be members of this alliance. 
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