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HOST: Hello everyone. Welcome! Thanks for coming to play, ‘Would You Buy That?’ 

So who is ready to play...everyone now, say it with me!

HOST/AUDIENCE: ‘WOULD YOU BUY THAT?’
HOST: Awesome! Raise your hand if you bought something today? Do you think that you will buy something tomorrow? 

(On table: nanosized silver socks, nanosized silver toothbrush, Donny the Dog, colloidal silver, Behr paint can, non-stick pan, artificial sweetener)

(Three shopping carts are pre-set. Labeled “Buy it”, “Back it up”, and “Better not”)

HOST: I have many interesting products sitting right here on this table. Some may look familiar to you and some may not. Raise your hand if you see things on this table that you have used or bought before? We are consumers. We buy and use things everyday to help make our lives easier. People have been creating new products to help us for centuries. Innovations like the wheel, light bulbs, microwave ovens, electric toothbrushes! New products come on the market everyday that are meant to improve our lives. However, with new products, there can be risks involved with our purchases. And before we buy anything, we want to learn about these risks so we can make the best choices. Hopefully, playing ‘Would You Buy That?’ today, you can start thinking about some risks and rewards of new technologies!  Are you ready to play? Say it out loud with me! WOULD. YOU. BUY. THAT?

(P. point individual slides for: WOULD. YOU. BUY. THAT?)

HOST: Exploring the risks and rewards of new technologies and finding a healthy balance is key to being informed consumers! Playing ‘Would You Buy That?’ today won’t cost you a penny. That’s because knowledge is free. You, the audience, are going to learn about some consumer products and then you, the audience, will have a chance to weigh in and decide to:

(P. point each category for the following in bold parentheses)

HOST: “Buy it” OR you may decide to-

  “Back it up, and ask questions”. You may find that you want to learn more about some products.  You might decide that some products are beneficial to certain groups of people but not everyone. Or you could decide that there is not enough research done to confidently buy something but you want to keep your eyes on it!

HOST: Lastly, you could decide that we


“Better not” buy the product and put the product right back on the shelf. 

HOST: Remember that we are shopping for things that really exist on this stage today. Let’s get started!

(P. point ROUND ONE slide)

HOST: ROUND ONE!

Remember people have been making new products for centuries. We are going to go back and take a look at some the benefits, some of the risks and some of the controversies that these products presented to consumers.

 (P.point slide: lead drain works in Rome)

(Present card with image of lead drain works)

HOST: Who likes indoor plumbing? Toilets and showers? What about utensils like forks and spoons? Everyone, this is a picture of a lead drain. Lead was a popular material in plumbing and dish wear for the Romans. Lead is an element on the periodic table. It is very flexible, durable and easy to work with and the Romans had lots of it. What do you think contestants? Would you buy plumbing or dishes made with lead? 

(Audience responds. If they respond, “better not” ask why. Item card is place/moved into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” carts)

HOST: Let’s explore lead a little more closely. While lead is very flexible and durable, it is also highly toxic. Lead poisoning can cause nerve damage, interrupt cell production, and damage major organs. It took the Ancient Romans a long time to connect their lead use and all of those side effects. Lead use in certain products is now banned in many countries all over the world! What do you think now contestants? Audience help me here...Would you buy that?

(Audience responds. If they respond, “better not” ask why. Item card is placed/moved into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” carts)

HOST: Great, let's move on to our next product.

(P. point slide: asbestos insulation)

(Present card with image of asbestos insulation)

HOST: People like where they live to be comfortable. In the winter we like our homes to be warm. In the summer we like our homes to be cool. Insulation makes this possible. This is a picture of insulation called asbestos that was very popular in the 1950’s and 60’s. Asbestos was used often for things like insulation because it is excellent at repelling moisture. It is also abundant and very low cost! 

HOST: What about you audience? Would you buy that?

(Audience responds. If they respond, “better not” ask why. Place item card into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” carts)

HOST: Let’s learn a little more about asbestos though. Asbestos fibers, if inhaled or breathed in are very damaging to the lungs. Asbestos can cause infections and certain types of cancers. Harmful to people, many old homes and buildings still may have traces of asbestos in their construction. Asbestos insulation...Would you buy that?!

(Audience responds. If they respond,“better not” ask why. Item card is placed/moved into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” carts)

HOST: Who likes pancakes? Or what about eggs? Scrambled or over easy? Those food items are easier to cook, all thanks to pans like this! Does anyone have a pan like this at home? I know I do!

(P.point non stick pan)

(Present non stick pan)

(Present card with image of non stick pan)

HOST: Pans like this have a special coating applied to them. This allows the surface to be non-stick, making cooking and cleaning up an easier task. It can also be healthier as you don’t need as much butter or oil in the pan before you cook. But pans that have non-stick coating come with some warnings from the EPA, or Environmental Protection Agency. Toxic chemicals used in creating this non-stick substance have been found in lakes and rivers. Knowing that this pan may pose a danger to the consumer or to the environment. Do you want to “Buy it”, “Back it up” or “Better not” and put it back? 

(Audience responds. If they respond,“better not” ask why. Place item card into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” carts)

HOST: All right everyone we are still in the kitchen here! 

(P. point generic artificial sweetener packet image)

(Present variety of sweetener brand packets)

(Pass out sweetener packets)

(Present card with image of saccharin packet)

HOST: I would like audience members who have a packet of sweetener to look for a warning label. For those of you NOT holding packets let me tell you something about this cousin of sugar! It was all the rage during World War II. During that war there were shortages for many staple goods, like sugar, and scientists created saccharin in the lab.

How many of you have used a packet of saccharin like this? How many of you will in the future? What do you think contestants….Would you buy that?
(Audience responds. If they respond,“better not” ask why. Place item card into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” carts)

HOST: Wait! Before we make a decision, did anyone holding a saccharin packet find a warning label? Before the 21st century you would have seen a message that told consumers that saccharin is cancer-causing chemical in lab animals and possibly humans. Well, consumers today are no longer warned of this on the packet. 

(Collect sweetener packets from audience)

HOST: The United States National Toxicology Program or USNTP removed saccharin from its list of cancer-causing substances in 2000. After 40 years, the USNTP believes that saccharin is safe for human consumption. So what now audience? Which cart do think this product belongs in?
(Audience responds. If they respond, “better not” ask why. Item card is placed/moved into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” carts)
HOST: Okay, let’s check in with out carts. 

(Have volunteers help count and sort through product cards in carts)

HOST: Is everyone happy with what was bought? Or what was not bought? After learning a little bit more about each item, would anyone like to make any returns? Why?

(Audience responds. Discuss responses with audience)

(Item cards are placed/moved into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” carts based on audience responses)

Good first round. Give yourselves a round of applause!

HOST: It is important to ask questions about what we consume everyday. Even if it seems like old news with lead and asbestos. Or something that has been questioned more recently like non stick pans or saccharin. Do you think it’s important to ask questions and weigh the risks and benefits of products before we buy them?

(Audience responses)

HOST: And now everyone, it is time for ROUND TWO!

(P.point slide: NANOTECHNOLOGY) 

HOST: Has anyone here heard of nanotechnology? More than 1,000 consumer products use nanotechnology. There are also over 4,000 patents pending in the nanotechnology field! That is a lot of ‘small’!

(Audience responds)

HOST: So what does the prefix nano mean?

(P.point slide: nano simply means…….)

HOST: Nano simply means really, really, really small.

(P. point: NANOSCALE )

HOST: Things on the nanoscale behave in new and unexpected ways.

(P. point: BIG DEAL

HOST: So, what’s the “BIG” deal.

(P. point: REALLY SMALL)

(P. point: ?)

HOST: About “REALLY SMALL”? 

HOST: When materials become really, really, really small they start to behave differently. Their properties can change. Because they can change and behave differently, scientists cannot always predict what they will do when they enter our bodies and our environment.

(Indicate nanobased products that are on table)

HOST: This first group of products have nanosized particles of silver in them.

(Pass out socks, Donny the Dog, and toothbrush to audience members)

HOST: Have you ever seen silver? Do you own anything made out of silver?

(Audience responds)

HOST: Great! But did you know that nanosized silver is a very powerful antibacterial agent. Nanosilver has amazing properties. However, nanosized silver is too small to be caught in standard filters and could enter our environment. Do you think that the environment needs bacteria? 

(Audience responds)

HOST: Yes! The environment and delicate ecosystems need bacteria to thrive and be successful!

(Locate audience member holding nanosilver socks)

HOST: Audience member holding nanosized silver products could you please hold up the socks for everyone to see?

(P. point nanosilver socks)

(Present card with nanosilver socks image)

HOST: Nanosilver socks? The nanosized silver is too small to be caught by the filters in our washing machines. But nanosilver socks could be very helpful for diabetics who are more prone to infections. Or U.S. troops stationed abroad who cannot do laundry everyday. Should everyone be wearing nanosilver socks? Are we all going to “buy it? Should we “back it up” and make it available to people who could benefit from wearing them? Or are we saying ‘no way!’ “better not” and putting them right back on the shelf?

(Item card is placed/moved into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” cart)

(Locate audience member holding nanosilver stuffed animal)

(P. point Donny the Dog)

(Present card with stuffed animal image)

HOST: (Reference audience member holding Donny the Dog) You are holding Donny the Dog. The image above me is of Benny the Bear. Both stuffed animals are so sweet, so cuddly, and so made with nanosized silver! Stuffed animals like this could keep babies and toddlers from getting sick by eliminating mites, mold and bacteria. But remember nanosilver could also enter the environment.

HOST: So now what do you think? Would you …Wait! I forgot to tell you about the groups of people who could really benefit from nanosilver stuffed animals. Have any of you heard of the lung disease asthma? Kids who have asthma may not be able to have regular stuffed animals. There are also kids who are in hospitals who cannot have contact with bacteria due to illness. Do you think that we should ‘buy’ nanosilver stuffed animals for everyone? What about ‘backing it up’, asking questions and making nanosilver stuffed animals available to specific people but to not everyone? Or should put it right back on the shelf and the ‘better not’ cart?

(Audience responds)

(Item card is placed/moved into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” cart) 

(Locate audience member holding nanosilver toothbrush)

(P. point nanosilver toothbrush)

(Holding the nanosilver toothbrush card)
HOST: Nanosilver toothbrush? There have been many innovations in the dental world. Toothpaste, electric toothbrushes, mouthwash! Do you think we need a nanosilver toothbrush to help keep our teeth clean and our breath fresh? Do we want to ‘buy it’? ‘Back it up’ or put it in our ‘better not’ cart?

(Audience responds)

(Item card is placed/moved into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” cart)

(P. point colloidal silver bottle)
(Present Colloidal Silver Bottle)

(Present card with colloidal silver image)
HOST: While we are talking about silver, I have a bottle of some silver right here. This is liquid collodial silver. I bought it a health store. Some people think if you drink and ingest colloidal silver or rub it onto your skin that it can help ward off many different infections and diseases. But it could also do this-
(P.point image of ayrgria)

HOST: Having too much collodial silver in your body can turn you blue permanently! 

HOST: What do you think audience? Here’s a bottle of colloidal silver…Would you buy that?

(Audience responds. If they respond, “better not” ask why. Item card is moved into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” cart)
(P. power point of graffiti)

HOST: This is a picture of a highway underpass that has been vandalized by graffiti. Cleaning up graffiti like this can cost business owners and taxpayers millions of dollars each year. But what if there was a product that made it impossible for spray paint to stick or adhere to a wall like this? Well there is! 

(P. point paint can)

(Present card with paint can image)

What if I told you there’s a product called Deletum 5000 Anti Graffiti paint. This paint has nanosized silica particles in it that repel spray paint. …Would you buy that?

HOST: However, this is also a can of nanopaint. I bought this at a hardware store. It has a label on it that says, ‘Nanoguard’. Does anyone know what kind of nanosized particles are in this can of paint?

(Audience responds)

HOST: I don’t know either. Currently, companies are not required to label or inform consumers of products using nanotechnology and engineering or their ingredients. What do you think audience? Not having to spend money cleaning up vandalism because we have nanosized particles of silica in Deletum 5000 sounds great. But what about nanopaint in your homes?

(Audience responds. If they respond, “better not” ask why. Item card is placed/moved into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” cart)

(P. point of cosmetics bottle)

(Present card with cosemetics bottle image)

HOST: Dermatologists and doctors have stressed the importance of limiting sun exposure and tanning bed use for humans. Too much exposure can lead to skin cancer. So many products like this self- tanner have been popping up at stores and beauty counters everywhere. According to the manufacturer of this bronzer this product will, “Tan your body. Not your clothes. Now for the first time, your tan is fast and your drying time is even faster. Flash Bronzer Tinted Self-Tanning Gel glides on streak-free, dries in less than five minutes, and leaves your skin glowing with golden color that resists rub-off onto clothes. Plus, Nanosized capsules of pure Vitamin E add anti-oxidant protection. It’s the ultimate glow on the go!”…..Would you buy that?

HOST: Let’s back it up for a moment though. Nanosized capsules of pure Vitamin E? Vitamin E is found in food sources and over the counter supplements but having too much vitamin E in our bodies could be dangerous. If you use a product like this bronzer, with tiny nanosized capsules of pure Vitamin E, how much is absorbed into your body? Would the levels of the vitamin E possibly be harmful?

(Audience responds. If they respond, “better not” ask why. Item card is placed/moved into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” cart)

HOST: Now for the last product in ROUND TWO!

(P. point of traditional solar panel)

HOST: That is an image of a traditional solar panel. Solar power has long been praised for having no emissions and as a great way to produce energy. But solar panels like this are large and very expensive. But what if solar panels could look like this?

(Present flat solar mat)

(P. point small solar mat and scientist image)

HOST: This is an image of a new nanosolar mat. These are flexible, easy to use and can be produced at different sizes. Using nanotechnology innovations in solar power could revolutionize how we utilize the sun’s energy for human consumption! I’ve got to ask now….Would you buy that? Should we invest money in solar power? 

(Item card is placed/moved into respective “buy it”, “back it up”, “better not” cart)

HOST: Well, everyone here comes the time for truth. How does our cart look? What products did we buy? What didn’t we buy? Buying products. Not buying products. And waiting to purchase new technologies are choices that we can make everyday. Some choices may affect just one person like consuming colloidal silver. And some choices may affect society as a whole, like nanosolar power. We vote on what products are made and how they are labeled every time we buy something. Hopefully playing ‘Would You Buy That?’ has given you a moment to consider the risks and benefits of each product that we had up here for you to purchase. 

(P. point a ‘risks versus benefits’ image)

HOST: Educating ourselves, as consumers will help us make the right decisions for us and for our families.

And the best way to be good consumers is to ask questions and learn.  You can start here.

(P. point ‘www.nisenet.org/what-is-nano’)

Be a good consumer. Knowledge is one thing that is free and we can all afford that! With knowledge we ALL win!

Thanks so much for playing, if you have any questions, I will be happy to try and answer them for you. Have a wonderful day!
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