Exploring Products—Sunblock

Nanoparticles used in sun blocks are some of the most researched topics in nanotechnology.
Try this!
	1. Apply a small dab of both nano-sunblock and sunblock without nanoparticles onto a strip of black paper using a toothpick or Q-tip.   
2. Rub each small dab of sunblock into the paper until it disappears. 
3. Which sunblock disappears more quickly? 
4. If you’d like, try it on your nose too!
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How is this Nano?
Both sunblocks contain zinc oxide, a mineral that absorbs UV radiation and protects your skin. They are different because the size of the zinc oxide particles. The sunblock without nanoparticles (a.k.a. “the lifeguard nose”) leaves a visible film because the particles are large enough to see. The nano-sunblock is transparent because the zinc oxide nanoparticles are too small to see. They are both able to absorb UV radiation, so protection is equally effective!
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