


Science Communication Experience Survey    					

Hello. During your upcoming research program, you will take part in science communication workshop sessions.  This brief survey queries you about prior science communication experiences.  Please respond to each question as accurately as possible. There are no right or wrong answers. Your confidentiality will be protected, and your program providers will see only anonymous aggregated data. The purpose of the survey is to help workshop providers adjust content and emphasis to the needs of your group.

This survey has 13 questions and should take about ten minutes to complete. 

Research Program Host University: _____________________________

Sex:        Male              Female

Race/Ethnicity  (Check all that apply):
African American       American Indian/Alaskan Native       Asian-American
Hispanic/Latino          White, not of Hispanic origin             Other ____________

Education (Choose year of college you will enter in the Fall):
  Freshman  	 Sophomore         Junior                        Senior
5th year senior         6th year senior     Graduate School       Other ________________


Undergraduate Major   _______________________________________________________


1. a) Have you previously participated in an undergraduate research program? 
        (If no, skip to question 2).
No     	Once         Twice         Three or more times


1. b) Have you previously participated in this particular undergraduate research  
         program?
No    	Once         Twice         Three or more times


1. c) Have you experienced the REU Science Communication Workshop previously? 
No   	         Once         Twice         Three or more times





	2. Have you previously…
	No, 
never
	Yes, once
	Yes,
twice
	Yes, 
3 or more times

	a) Participated in any kind of public speaking or presentation workshop?  
	
	
	
	

	b) Participated in a science communication workshop or course?
	
	
	
	

	c) Prepared and delivered a presentation with accompanying slides, on any topic?  
	
	
	
	

	d) Prepared and delivered a presentation with accompanying slides, on a science research project?
	
	
	
	

	e) Prepared and presented a poster on a science research project?  
	
	
	
	

	f) Presented a science fair project?

	
	
	
	



3. Please rate your current impression of the importance of good science communication skills to a successful career in science: 
      Minor importance             Moderate importance              High importance        Very High importance                
                 		                     		                		              		    


4.  Please rate your approximate skill level planning and organizing presentations:
      No experience              Beginner-level skills               Moderate skills              Advanced skills
   		     	         		                                                   


5.  Please rate your approximate skill level designing slides:
      No experience              Beginner-level skills               Moderate skills              Advanced skills
   		     	         		                                                   


6.  Please rate your approximate skill level designing research posters:
      No experience              Beginner-level skills               Moderate skills              Advanced skills
   		     	         		                                                   


7. Please rate your usual comfort level delivering presentations to an audience:
     No experience              Quite                          Slightly                    Mostly                     Quite
uncomfortable         uncomfortable        comfortable          comfortable
                		        		      		            		    


8. Please rate your usual comfort level presenting research posters:
     No experience              Quite                          Slightly                    Mostly                     Quite
uncomfortable         uncomfortable        comfortable          comfortable
                		        		      		            		    
	9. When preparing to deliver a presentation with slides, do you….
	
No
	Sometimes
	
Often
	
Always

	a) Prepare a speaking script or outline separate from what will be projected on the screen?  
	
	
	
	

	b) Finish the writing and slide design in time to practice delivery from beginning to end?
	
	
	
	

	c) Practice delivering the presentation ALOUD with slides?  
	
	
	
	

	
d) Ask other(s) to provide constructive feedback?

	
	
	
	

	e) Prepare to use PowerPoint’s “Presenter View” with speaking notes on your laptop monitor?  
	
	
	
	





10. What aspect(s) of presenting science to an audience do you like the most?













11.  What aspects of presenting science to an audience do you like the least?














	12. Please assign personal priority ratings to the following science communication skills.
	No improve-ment needed
	Slight improve-ment needed

	Moderate improve-ment needed 
	Much improve-ment needed

	a) Oral presentations without slides
	
	
	
	

	b) Oral presentations with slides
	
	
	
	

	c) Slide design
	
	
	
	

	d) Poster design
	
	
	
	

	e) Poster presentation
	
	
	
	

	f) Engaging your audience
	
	
	
	

	g) Explaining the relevance or importance of the research
	
	
	
	

	h) Explaining complex topics 
	
	
	
	

	i) Adjusting your explanations for different audiences with varying background knowledge 
	
	
	
	

	j) Deciding how much detail to include
	
	
	
	

	k) Representing your data clearly
	
	
	
	

	l) Handling questions from your audience
	
	
	
	

	m) Giving yourself enough time to practice your presentation in advance
	
	
	
	




13. Please feel free to comment on anything else pertaining to your interest, skills, or prior experience in science communication, or related topics you would like to learn more about.  





















          Thank you for your participation in this survey.
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