


Research Presentation Pointers
Your audience may include researchers from other areas.  Try to make your presentation accessible for everyone in the room.  It’s OK not to know the answer to all the possible questions that may be asked.  

Content
· Structure the talk for the amount of time you have available – when speaking 
slowly and clearly, with pauses for emphasis.
· Think of it as a narrative, telling the story of your research.
· Begin with the motivation; tell the audience why the research may be 
significant; why they or others should care about it.
· Be clear on what is unique or special about your approach.
· Emphasize the most important findings.
· Favor big messages over procedural detail.
· Know your audience: provide context and clarify procedures, technical terms, 
and acronyms peculiar to your field.
· Plan a clean ending with a clear concluding statement.
· Let people know where they can go for more information

Slides
· Design so that people in the back half of the room can see what’s on them.
· Use them for illustration, not as an outline or notes for your talk.
· Slides are free!  Don’t cram them with too much information or 
they will be unreadable and may distract from what you are saying. 
· One or two big images per slide is best; use a minimum of words per slide.
· Don’t include data unless you’ve made it viewable.
· Dark backgrounds are less tiring and allow the pupils to take in more detail.

Delivery
· Practice your talk ALOUD in advance; modify as needed. Scripting your talk and choreographing with slides will help you avoid nervous filling-in of extraneous information.
· Use PPT “Presenter View” to clue you in to your notes, and to the next slide coming.  
(In Settings, cancel “mirroring” for projection displays.)
· Marshall your nervousness and excitement to give energy to your talk.
· Relax, breathe, have water handy, reduce room and window light hitting the screen.
· Greet your audience - enjoy the opportunity to speak to them!
· Make eye contact with as many audience members as possible.
· Speak slowly and clearly, landing your points, using pauses, and indicating when 
your audience should look at you and when they should look at your slides.
· Do not face your slides or read off them.
· Do not use a laser pointer unless absolutely necessary, and then briefly.
· Props, gestures, and movement add dynamism.
· Repeat each question; and clarify whether you know the answer or are speculating.  
RESEARCH PRESENTATION ASSIGNMENT

[X] - Minute Introduction to Your Research Project
At the next session, you will present a polished draft of [the first half] of your final [x]-minute research project presentation with slides.  Design a set of slides to accompany the presentation, and use the Notes section of each slide to paste your speaking notes or script.  Consult the hand-outs on slide design and delivery. Practice your talk aloud with the slides, and revise a few times. You will receive instructions for delivering the slide set to [the workshop coordinator] by [date] and [time.]  Name the slide set [Last Name]-slides.pptx. Include the following elements in your talk, adapting the order to make the story you tell accurate and compelling.

Motivation
What larger societal challenge (or knowledge gap or technical need) is your research group attempting to address?  How might these research efforts benefit people in the future?

Approach
What’s the approach your group is taking?  What component of the problem is the group targeting, and what hypothesis is driving the approach?  What types of design constraints must be considered (cost, safety, ethical, environmental, materials, engineering, etc.)

Research Project Objective
How is your research project designed to contribute to the work of the group?  What do you hope to find out?  How will your efforts advance the group’s work?

Literature Review
What is the current ‘state-of-the-art’ in this area of research, informing your approach?  What other approaches have been tried and what were their outcomes? 

Experimental Procedure
How are you designing your investigation so that you will be able to produce at least one meaningful result, even if it is not the one expected or hoped for?  Broadly outline the steps you will take, emphasizing the logic of the approach.

Results/Conclusions/Discussion
Include any results to date, knowledge gained, lessons learned, and next steps.  You will add final results, conclusions and discussion when you complete your project.  

Tell your research story in a way that scientists outside your field can understand it. If you need to describe a technical process or use a technical term or acronym, explain it in simpler terms.  If a picture will save a thousand words, show it. If gestures, props, or analogies will help, use them. You may make as many slides as you wish, as long as your presentation takes no longer than [x minutes]. Do not cram too much information on each slide: optimize them for projection in a large room.  For best results, practice giving the presentation aloud, with slides, in advance. The better you have worked out how to articulate each of the points you want to make - coordinating what you say with what you show on the screen - the better you will be able to be in the present, maintain eye contact, and engage your audience.
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