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Show	of	hands:	
Who’s	already	doing	early	childhood?	

Who’s	interested	in	star3ng	a	program?	

Who	does	some	professional	development	around	early	childhood?	
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Men3on	ac3vity	extension	to	reverse	engineer	eggs.	

	

Debrief	ques3ons:	

How	was	that	for	you?	How	did	it	feel	not	knowing	the	answer?		

What	was	it	like	to	first	have	3me	to	experiment?		

Did	you	feel	curious?	How	did	it	feel	to	be	curious?	

What	was	it	like	when	you	got	to	represent	your	ideas	on	paper?		

What	was	it	like	to	share	your	ideas	with	your	neighbor	and	work	together	to	figure	

out	what	was	inside?		

Did	you	prac3ce	any	early	science	skills?		
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All children need the underlying thinking dispositions and knowledge to 
succeed in a STEM-driven economy and world. 
 
These thinking skills and dispositions are best built when brain architecture is 
laid.  
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Replace	photo	
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Tonya	is	crea3ng	a	slide	version	of	this	infographic	(be\er	resolu3on)	
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Hi,	my	name	is	Bethany	and	Im	from	the	Sciencenter	in	Ithaca	NY	and	were	a	part	of	

the	Collabora3ve	for	Early	Science	Learning.	
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The	Collabora3ve	for	Early	Science	Learning	(CESL)	is	collabora3on	between	6	

museums	across	the	country	that	all	partner	with	their	local	Head	Start.	The	goal	of	

this	partnership	is	to	come	up	with	best	prac3ces	for	working	with	head	start	when	

offering	professional	development	and	supplementary	family	engagement	

programming.	This	collabora3on	has	really	helped	us	see	how	different	ins3tu3ons	

work	with	their	partners	and	what	kind	of	programming	different	sites	offer.	Through	

sharing	these	different	programs	we	have	been	able	to	create	a	variety	of	resources	

to	help	other	museums	with	their	partnerships	and	programming.	We	have	created	

an	online	toolkit	which	has	a	variety	of	different	resources.	I	will	be	going	over	this	a	

li\le	bit	later.		

	

Im	going	to	be	talking	a	li\le	about	why	community	partnerships	in	general,	as	we	

have	partnered	not	only	with	Head	Start	but	other	early	childhood	ins3tu3ons	as	

well.	
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Lets	take	a	minute	to	think	about	why	museums	should	consider	community	

partnerships.	Museums	are	a	local	resource	when	it	comes	to	science	and	these	

partnerships	may	help	other	other	community	member	not	only	see	it	that	way,	but	

perhaps	take	advantage	that	its	open	to	the	public.		

	

Many	employees	at	museums	are	trained	at	engaging	adults	and	children	in	science	

ac3vi3es.	As	an	educator	at	a	museum	I	have	spent	hours	working	with	families	and	

learning	3ps	and	tricks	on	ge_ng	both	the	children	and	parents	involved.	With	

employees	that	have	this	skill	set	its	easy	to	see	why	museums	should	working	with	

community	members	in	a	variety	of	different	capaci3es	and	ge_ng	people	engaged	

in	science.	

	

Ins3tu3ons	can	offer	a	variety	of	programming	to	the	community	including	

professional	development	and	family	programing.	Museums	are	well	suited	for	PD	

because	we	have	experience	working	with	science	and	understand	how	to	make	

science	seem	accessible.	PD	is	also	great	because	many	people	find	science	

in3mida3ng	or	think	they	need	special	training	and	we	are	well	equip	to	show	them	

how	easy	science	can	be	and	how	best	to	do	it	with	children	and	families.	
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Now	that	we	have	kind	of	introduced	the	idea	of	community	partnerships	Im	going	to	

talk	a	li\le	about	about	some	of	the	components	of	a	partnership.	One	really	

important	part	of	a	partnership	is	a	common	goal.	For	our	partnership,	our	goal	was	

to	help	HS	teachers	become	more	comfortable	with	science,	and	we	do	this	through	

professional	development	and	family	programming.	Talking	with	our	partners	and	

really	focusing	on	what	we	wanted	to	accomplish	and	planning	out	how	we	were	

going	to	do	that	makes	for	a	really	strong	partnership.	

	

Another	really	important	part	of	our	partnership	is	that	we	have	the	support	of	the	

manager.	They	know	that	this	is	something	that’s	important	and	the	teachers	know	

that	they	will	have	support	when	bringing	the	ac3vi3es	back	to	the	classroom.	This	is	

really	important	because	we	want	these	curriculum	to	be	implemented	and	it	makes	

a	different	when	the	teachers	know	that	they	have	that	support	from	their	

ins3tu3on.	

	

Along	those	same	lines,	how	partners	contribute	financially	towards	their	pd	and	

family	programming.	This	solidifies	that	it	is	actually	a	partnership	and	they	think	it	is	

valuable	enough	for	them	to	allocate	funds	towards	programming.	
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Now	that	we	have	talked	a	li\le	about	what	CESL	is	and	why	partnerships	are	

important,	Im	going	to	talk	a	li\le	more	about	our	resources	to	help	start	those	

community	partnerships,	both	with	head	start	and	other	early	childhood	ins3tu3ons.		
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Considera3ons:	

We	can	do	things	together	that	are	difficult	for	an	individual	organiza3on	to	do	

(working	at	scale,	rigorous	process	for	current	science).	

We	choose	projects	that	accomplish	network	goals,	that	we	know	partners	are	

interested	in,	and	we	have	the	capacity	to	develop	and	implement	at	scale.		

From	a	prac3cal	point	of	view,	someone	needs	to	find	the	funding	and	lead	the	

project.	

	

34	



35	



Partner organizations use Network resources to engage audiences in 

their communities. Local collaborations increase our reach 
and impact. 
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And	other	early	childhood	programs	at	partner	ins3tu3ons	
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Each	project	has	its	own	funding	source,	leadership	team,	work	teams,	collaborators,	

advisors,	par3cipants,	and	requirements	
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Over	the	next	few	slides	I’ll	share	mostly	what’s	included	in	each	toolkit	that	we	

provide	
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Applica3ons	for	the	2019	toolkit	is	now	open,	toolkits	are	free	so	please	apply!	
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ASTC	Survey!	

Modeling	TBI,	we	can	evaluate	this	workshop!	
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