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Citizens and decision-makers 
equipped to become active 
players in their communities

Learners who may one 
day become scientists 
and engineers

From… To also include…

…Through dialogues that address global challenges

Science centers are shifting their 
views of visitors



• “The aim of this project is to foster activities in science 
museums through which public audiences can engage 
with scientists and engineers in conversations about 
what synthetic biology is, how research in the field is 
carried out, and the potential products, outcomes, and 
implications for society of this work. 

• Researchers and publics will explore personal and 
societal values and priorities as well as research 
outcomes so that both groups can learn from each 
other.”

This project is funded by the Advancing Informal STEM Learning
(AISL) program in the Education and Human Resources Directorate  of the 
National Science Foundation through award no. DRL-1421179

Building with Biology



• Hands-on activities
– Scientists facilitate the 

activities
– Scientists and participants 

talk to each other
• Forums

– Scientists are participants, 
rather than facilitators

– Scientists have the 
opportunity to hear 
participants talk to each 
other, not just to them

Two types of conversations



Pilot Hands-On Activities





Pilot discussion forums



Evaluation of impacts on visitorsPilot Orientations









• 200 US sites will be chosen to receive a free kit 
• Host site application is online and open!

http://buildingwithbiology.org/get-involved
• Scientist recruitment has also begun

Host a Building With Biology Event! 

http://buildingwithbiology.org/get-involved


• February 1, 2016: Deadline to submit application 
(online at buildingwithbiology.org now!)

• March 1, 2016: Notification of award decisions
• June 2016: Kits delivered to selected host sites
• Mid-June -September, 2016: Host a Building with 

Biology event
• Report on Activities: Within 3 weeks of hosting an 

event

Project Timeline



Thank you!
Project Website & Application:        http://buildingwithbiology.org
Inquiries: 
http://buildingwithbiology.org/contact-us

Twitter: #buildingwithbiology

David Sittenfeld
Museum of Science, Boston
dsittenfeld@mos.org

http://buildingwithbiology.org/
http://buildingwithbiology.org/contact-us
mailto:dsittenfeld@mos.org
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