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WGBH, Boston’s public television station and producer of NOVA and NOVA ScienceNOW, is teaming up with the Materials Research Society (MRS), to create an exciting four-part television series, Making STUFF, and a national education outreach campaign that will spark an appreciation and better understanding in the young and old alike of our material world. 


This inventive four-part series will present dramatic stories about how the field of materials science has changed history, and the amazing discoveries that are just around the corner. Each episode—Stronger, Smaller, Smarter, and Cleaner—will lead viewers on a journey that will demonstrate the “Eureka!” moments happening every day on the frontiers of scientific research. Making STUFF will be hosted by respected journalist, New York Times columnist, and Emmy-award winning CBS News correspondent David Pogue.
. 



Working with partners in museums, schools, universities, labs, and businesses across the country, the national outreach campaign will coalesce with a month of Making Stuff. Targeted for November 2010* local and regional outreach coalitions will create opportunities where middle and high school youth, families, educators, and engineers and scientists can access a range of engaging educational activities that explore materials science, so that “viewers” become active “doers” in the process of science and engineering.

Outreach Coalitions


Fifteen Outreach Coalitions around the country will anchor the Making Stuff outreach campaign. Using the turnkey Making Stuff resources, each local or regional Outreach Coalition will host events, workshops, and science cafes for youth, families, young adults, educators, engineers, and scientists to come together and explore materials science.

Apply for a grant. WGBH and MRS are inviting lead institutions to apply on behalf of a community of partners for an Outreach Coalition grant. Possible coalition partners could include:

· NSF Research Centers 

(MRSECs/NSECs)
· MRS University Student Chapters 


· NISE Network Hubs and Partners
· University MS&E Departments
· Local Public Television Stations

· Local industry and community businesses 

· DOE Research Labs   (map)
· Science and Technology Museums
· Local schools

What You Can Expect From WGBH and MRS

Up to 15 sites will be selected as Making Stuff Outreach Coalitions. Each site will receive: 

· $6,000 stipend

· Five copies of the Making Stuff Outreach Toolkit, including:

· In-person tie-ins for the Making Stuff online scavenger hunt 

· Materials science demonstration scripts

· Detailed instructions for hosting a science cafe

· Screening guidelines and video clips

· Educator and scientist workshop Powerpoint and talking points

· Two hands-on activities and facilitation notes (upper elementary & middle school level)
· Banners, signs, and fliers

· Webinar training/information sessions

· Ongoing communications, updates, and support from the Making Stuff outreach team 

What WGBH and MRS Expects From You

Making Stuff Outreach Coalitions will: 

· Host a large-scale public event, that may include a demonstration(s), a scavenger hunt, hands-on activities, to be held at an area mall, museum, community center, or other venue open to the public 

· Organize materials science-related science cafes

· Organize activity and info tables at events and locations in and around the community

· Host a workshop for area scientists to learn effective public communication skills

· Host a materials science workshop for educators 

· Create other opportunities to share Making Stuff and its resources with members of the community

· All Making Stuff activities should coincide with the Making Stuff broadcast in November 2010* and reach a minimum of 2,000 participants.  

*Making Stuff is currently scheduled to air in November.  Although not anticipated, the broadcast dates are subject to change and all Outreach Coalitions will be notified immediately if a scheduling change occurs.

Application and Selection Process

Making Stuff Outreach Coalitions will be selected on the strength of the community coalition, the creativity of outreach plans, and the ability to fulfill the expectations outlined by WGBH and MRS.

Applications Due
Postmark by: April 1, 2010 

Coalitions must work together to create a preliminary Making Stuff outreach plan for the application. Along with the application, all partners must supply a letter indicating their intended role and what resources they will bring to the project.

All selected sites will be notified by April 30, 2010. 

Questions? 

For more information, please contact:

Thea Sahr

Richard Souza

Educational Outreach, WGBH 

Materials Research Society
One Guest Street

506 Keystone Drive
Boston, MA 02135



Warrendale, PA 15086-7573
Email:  thea_sahr@wgbh.org


Email: souza@mrs.org
Major funding for Making Stuff is provided by the National Science Foundation. Funding for NOVA is provided by PBS and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting; ExxonMobil; David H. Koch; and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute.
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