
Earth & Space Project-Based 
Professional Learning Community

Welcome! 
As we wait to get started with today’s online session:

● Wave! Please turn on your camera if you can
● Rename your Zoom! Please rename your Zoom window 

with your name and organization
● Questions? Feel free to type any questions you have 

into the chat
● Recording? Portions of this meeting will be recorded

April Concurrent Session A1



Co-Creation and You

● Josh Sarver, COSI, Columbus, OH

● Amy Sayle & Nick Eakes, Morehead Planetarium 

and Science Center, Chapel Hill, NC

● Jill Kary, Arkansas State University Museum

● Peregrine Bratschi & Stepheny Hine, Museum of 

Life and Science, Durham, NC

Earth & Space Project-Based 
Professional Learning Community
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OH, Columbus
COSI

NAME: Josh Sarver

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:Our project integrates 
the NISE Network resources into COSI 
Connects, a digital portal to hands-on activities, 
videos, virtual tours, and much more. Our 
project works to showcase that science is 
everywhere and for everyone. Our hope is that 
we can find individuals within the community 
that can serve as models for future scientists. 
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NC, Chapel Hill
Morehead Planetarium and Science Center

Amy Sayle, Nick Eakes

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
We collaborated with the Boys & Girls Club of 
North Central North Carolina to design and host 
a Star Party event for members from clubs in 3 
NC counties that featured safe solar viewing 
and hands-on astronomy activities, and was 
supported by a diverse group of trained 
undergraduate student Star Party 
ambassadors.
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Building on existing partnerships
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AR, Jonesboro
Arkansas State University Museum

Jill Kary

Our project will focus 
on the ways in which 
Earth and Space 
influenced and shaped 
the cultures, religions, 
and ways of life of 
historic N. E. Arkansans.
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Search the Skies for Black History

Every Saturday in February, 2022, A-State 
Museum presented Black History Month Earth 
and Space activities.

Visitors learned that enslaved African 
Americans sought freedom by navigating the 
stars to find and bravely follow the North Star.

Guests also learned that moonlight casts 
shadows on Earth. Fugitives to freedom 
traveling at night risked discovery and capture 
unless they disguised their silhouette.
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Follow the Drinking Gourd
By Jeanette Winter

Visitors first stopped at the story-time tent to learn about a 
song called, “Follow the Drinking Gourd (Big Dipper).” The 
book describes one family’s brave venture as they 
navigated the stars to freedom.  

Khalia Pugh, an advisor for this project. 
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How to Find the North Star

Next, guests were ushered into the Tinkering Studio to learn 
how to find the Big Dipper, Little Dipper, and at the end of Little 
Dipper’s handle, the North Star. But on the way, they had fun 
with these NISE Net activities….

Star Formation

Nebula 
Spin Art
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Moon Shadows

Guests were presented with artist mannequins 
representing people from history and asked to 
change their silhouettes.

Young lady from 
history

Figure standing in shadow- 
box with moon lamp shining 

behind it.
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NC, Durham
Museum of Life and Science

NAME(S): Peregrine Bratschi (they/them), 
Stepheny Hine (she/her)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The goal of our project, Life 
Finds a Way, is to consult with youth to co-develop 
programming about life in the universe that are 
relevant and accessible to underserved audiences. Our 
community partners at Durham Children’s Initiative 
helped us recruit for a paid youth internship program. 
We also organized a Youth Advisory Council from our 
after school program. The interns– 2 high school 
students– are co-developing activities and prototyping 
them with the YAC.
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Session Resources

● NISE Network Museum & Community Partnerships: Collaboration Guide 

https://www.nisenet.org/collaboration-guide

Additional Resources

https://www.nisenet.org/collaboration-guide


This material is based upon work supported by NASA under cooperative agreement award numbers NNX16AC67A and 
80NSSC18M0061. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).

Thank You


