
Welcome! 
Thursday, April 28th – Today’s presenters are:

Caroline Lowenthal, Kayla Berry and Elizabeth Kollman, Museum of Science, Boston

As we wait to get started with today’s discussion, please: 

Introduce yourself! Type your name and institution into the Chat Box 
Call into the phone line (optional) at (877) 898-0037 (if using the phone line please make sure 
to mute your phone when not talking and also your computer’s microphone)
Questions? Feel free to type your questions into the Question pod at any time throughout the 
webinar
Today’s discussion will be recorded and shared on www.buildingwithbiology.org at: 
http://www.buildingwithbiology.org/blog/online-project-orientations-and-workshops

Engaging Audiences in Science 
through Building with Biology 
Public Forums 

This presentation is based on work supported by the National Science Foundation under Grant No. DRL 1421179. Any opinions, findings, and 
conclusions or recommendations expressed in this presentation are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Foundation. 



Forums Webinar
April 28, 2016

This project is funded by the Advancing Informal STEM Learning (AISL) 
program in the Education and Human Resources Directorate  of the 
National Science Foundation through award no. DRL-1421179



Presenters

Caroline Lowenthal
Forums

Kayla Berry
Stipends

Liz Kollmann
Evaluation

This project is funded by the Advancing Informal STEM Learning (AISL) program in the Education and 
Human Resources Directorate of the National Science Foundation through award no. DRL-1421179



Agenda
• What is a forum?
• Why should you hold a forum?
• How this fits into BWB project goals
• Your options for forums
• Stipend details
• Evaluation requirements 
• Resources
• What to think about now
• Q&A and how to get in touch with questions



Poll #1



What is a forum?
• Event for groups of 2-100+ 

where participants:
– Learn about an emerging 

technology
– Engage in a guided 

conversation 
– Share their views
– Make a plan of action

• A longer, more in-depth 
conversation targeted at 
ages 16+

• Scientists are participants, 
rather than facilitators



What is a forum?

• A forum has 4 main parts:
– Welcome and introduction
– Speaker or video 

presentation
– Participant conversation
– Report out and wrap up

• A forum usually takes 
around an hour and a half



Why should you hold a forum?
For your institution
• Attract and engage adult 

audiences with various 
backgrounds and ages in in-
depth learning experiences

• Develop your ability to engage 
the public in conversations 
about societal issues raised by 
emerging technologies

• Start to define a new role for 
your museum in your 
community, as a neutral place 
to talk about controversial 
science and technology issues

For your participants
• Share their perspectives with 

scientists and policy-makers who 
want public input on their work

• Increase scientist and public 
understanding of diverse points of 
view

• Gain confidence in making 
decisions about new technologies 

• Practice considering different 
perspectives and sources of 
information for problem-solving

• Learn about a new technology and 
get the chance to discuss its 
impacts



How this fits into BWB project goals

• The aim of this project is to foster activities in 
science museums through which public 
audiences can engage with scientists and 
in conversations about what synthetic biology is, 
how research in the field is carried out, and the 
potential products, outcomes, and implications 
for society of this work. 

• Researchers and publics will explore personal 
and societal values and priorities as well as 
research outcomes so that both groups can learn 
from each other.



Your options for forums

• Should We Engineer the Mosquito? 
– The materials for this forum are provided in 

your kit and you can print more from the 
Building with Biology website if needed

• Editing the Genome: Now We Can. 
Should We? 
– You will need to print all of the materials for 

this forum yourself from the Building with 
Biology website, available by the end of May









Editing the Genome: Now We Can. 
Should We?





Background info (2 pages)



8 application cards



Discussion
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New Opportunity
Building with Biology Forum Stipend

Stipend discussion –

• Stipend overview
• Budget and 

expenses
• Application and 

selection process
• Timeline



Forum Stipends
Application deadline: May 31st

One-time stipends in the amount of $1,200 are 
intended to:
• help support the planning and implementation of 

a Building with Biology forum, in connection with 
your planned Building with Biology event

• to engage public audiences and create 
conversations among publics and scientists 
about synthetic biology and its societal 
implications



Stipend Overview 
Building with Biology Forum Stipend Overview –
provides details on stipend criteria and eligibility, the 
evaluation and reporting requirements, allowable expenses, 
and application and selection process

Eligibility
• Only recipients of Building with Biology physical kit can 

apply for a forum stipend

• The forum stipend is designed for institutions (e.g., 
museums, universities, and industry and professional 
organizations) within the United States



Stipend Budget and Expenses
Eligible expenses Ineligible expenses
Staff time – planning meetings, 
recruiting forum participants

Cannot be used to pay for indirect
costs (overhead)

Audio/Visual, space rental Cannot be used for alcohol
Subsistence (participant food only) Cannot be used to pay participants to 

attend the forum
Honorarium for outside presenters Cannot be used for any prizes or 

entertainment costs
Other – parking and incidental
expenses for guest presenters



Application & Selection Process
Application deadline is Tuesday, May 31st

• Application must be filled out and submitted online 
through SurveyGizmo -
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2657162/2016-Building-
with-Biology-Forum-Stipend-Application

• Applications will undergo review process by Building with 
Biology project team

• Applicants will be informed of their award status in early 
June 2016; stipends issued in June

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2657162/2016-Building-with-Biology-Forum-Stipend-Application


Stipend Timeline
May 31st: Deadline to apply for forum stipend

June 2016: Applicants informed of award status in 
early June; stipend received in late June/early July

June 23rd: Evaluating Building with Biology Forums 
(required for those awarded stipend) webinar; 2:00 
– 3:00 PM EST

June 24th – September 30th: Host a Building with 
Biology forum
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Forum Stipend
Evaluation Requirements



Forum Evaluation Questions
• What do scientists and publics learn from the forum 

and from each other? 

• Does participation increase publics’ and scientists’ 
interests in PES or synthetic biology? If so, how? 

• What do scientists and publics value about their 
participation in the forum? 

• What follow-up behaviors does participation prompt in 
scientists and publics? 

• What are scientists’ and publics’ viewpoints about 
synthetic biology?



Data Collector Requirements
• Provide documentation of human subjects 

training completion

• Attend a 1-hour webinar: “Evaluating Building 
with Biology Forums”

• Collect surveys and discussion materials on 
the day of the forum

• Mail the surveys and discussion materials 
back to the Museum of Science



Evaluation Materials



Questions?

http://www.buildingwithbiology.org/project-evaluation

Contact: Elizabeth Kollmann (ekollmann@mos.org)

http://www.buildingwithbiology.org/project-evaluation
mailto:ekollmann@mos.org


Resources
• Guides

– Mosquito guide available now
– Editing the Genome guide coming soon!

• Training video coming soon!
• Forums manual available now
• BWB website: 

http://buildingwithbiology.org/forums
• Introduction to Synthetic Biology and 

Society video available now
• Me!

http://buildingwithbiology.org/forums


What to think about now
• The parts of your forum that need the longest lead 

time are:
– Choose a date, and find and reserve a location
– Decide which forum you want to host
– Find and confirm a speaker, if you want to have one
– Publicize the forum

• Create a registration list for participants to sign up
• This will also take a while and needs to be done in 

advance:
– Find synthetic biologists and other scientists to attend as 

participants
– You may also want to run a practice forum with volunteers 

or staff to familiarize yourself with the process and content



Q&A

To get in touch with questions, email 
clowenthal@mos.org



Upcoming Webinars
Host site staff
We have a number of webinars and project orientations designed to 
help prepare host site staff for hosting their Summer 2016 Building 
with Biology events and forums. 

• 5/16: Host Site Overview: Communicating Synthetic Biology (12PM 
EDT) 

• 6/14: Evaluating the Public’s Experience at Building with Biology 
Events (1PM EDT) 

• 6/21: What’s in Your Building with Biology Kit (2PM EDT)
• 6/23: Evaluating Building with Biology Forums (2PM EDT)

Scientist Volunteers
Online project orientations led by our project partner, AAAS, target 
your scientist volunteers. These three webinars will take place 
throughout the month of May. 
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