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Some sunblock’s contain nanoparticles. 
	If your sunblock rubs on clear, it might contain nanoparticles.  Nano sized particles of zinc oxide or titanium dioxide are too small to reflect visible light, so they don’t leave white film on your skin. But, they are large enough to block UV rays and protect your skin from sun damage.  The label will tell you the ingredients in your sunblock, but it doesn’t have to say what size the particles are.  Although studies suggest that the nanoparticles in the sunblock are safe for humans, some people worry that the tiny nanoparticles may impact the environment when they wash off our skin.

Some socks have nanosilver particles woven into the fibers.
	If you have smelly feet you might consider buying nano socks.  These special socks have been engineered with a few hundred micrograms of nanosilver particles to help prevent both athletes’ food and eliminate foot odor.  Nanosilver is naturally anti-microbial which helps kill bacteria that can cause unwanted odors.  However it is possible for the nanosilver particles to end up in waste water once the socks are put through the laundry.  Some scientists are worried about the nanosilver entering ecosystems and negatively impacting its natural balance.

Pants that repel stains are coated with nano sized whiskers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Scientists studied the lotus leaf to find out why water would bead up and roll off it instead of soaking into the plant.  What they found was many nano-sized “bumps” preventing dirt and water from sticking to the surface.  Engineers then duplicated this “lotus” effect by coating fabrics with nano-sized whiskers.  The result is pants and shirts that use physical properties to resist spills and stains as opposed to chemicals like Scotch Guard®.  A spilled glass of water will roll right off these fabrics!


image1.jpeg
VOTE NANO!





