
 

Medieval 
Nanotechnologists

Red nanostained glass contains gold. 
Yellow nanostained glass contains silver.

• For hundreds of years, artists have used
nanosized particles of silver and gold to 
create colored pieces of stained glass.

• Because of their small size, the nanoparticles 
behave differently than the metals we see in 
jewelry or coins.

• Color is one way nanoparticles behave 
differently.  Depending on the size of the 
particles, nanogold can appear orange, purple, 
green or red, while nanosilver can appear 
yellow, red or blue.
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