Exploring Products—Nano Sand

Using nanotechnology, scientists can change the way sand and water interact.
Try this!
	1. Take a spoonful of nano sand in the water and bring it above the surface.  *Try not to spill any outside of the bowl.
2. Poor the nano sand back into the bowl.
3. What happens? Can you see how nano sand behaves differently than regular sand?
	[image: image2.png]





How is this nano?
Nano sand is an example of how nanoscale engineering can change a material’s behavior at the macroscale! Treating the surface of individual grains of sand with silicon particles at the nanoscale makes a material that behaves very differently from regular sand.  
The surface of nano sand is non-polar, while water is polar—therefore they are not attracted to each other!
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