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Learners	of	all	ages	and	backgrounds	are	engaged	and	
immersed	in	exploring	the	universe	for	themselves.

External Evaluation

SPACE TELESCOPE
SCIENCE INSTITUTE

External	Evaluation

SPACE TELESCOPE
SCIENCE INSTITUTE

How	does	the	
universe	work?

How	did	we	get	
here?

Are	we	alone?

Providing	a	Direct	Connection	to	the	Science



New	Science	Results
Subject	Matter	Experts

Learners	of	all	ages	and	backgrounds	are	engaged	and	
immersed	in	exploring	the	universe	for	themselves.

Data	Tools	&
Participatory	Experiences

Multimedia	&
Immersive	Experiences

Exhibits	&
Community	Programs

Professional	Learning	
Experiences

Our	Program	Elements
Our	program	is	designed	
to	advance	NASA	SMD	
Objectives:

• Enable	STEM	learning

• Improve	scientific	
literacy

• Advance	National	
Education	Goals

• Leverage	through	
Partnerships



neutron	star-
neutron	star	merger
Oct.	16	&	20,	2017

Subject	Matter	Experts

Learners	of	all	ages	and	backgrounds	are	engaged	and	
immersed	in	exploring	the	universe	for	themselves.

Our	Program	Elements

ViewSpace

Science	Briefings	with	NASA’s	
Museum	Alliance	and	Solar	System	

Ambassadors

Nov.	1,	2017

Nov.	2,	2017

Rapid	Response

Multimedia	&
Immersive	Experiences

Professional	Learning	
Experiences



Learners	of	all	ages	and	backgrounds	are	engaged	and	
immersed	in	exploring	the	universe	for	themselves.

Special	Events

Discover	Exoplanets	Exhibit	Training Training	for	
Librarians	

NISE-net	Collaboration

Virtual	Presentations



Learners	of	all	ages	and	backgrounds	are	engaged	and	
immersed	in	exploring	the	universe	for	themselves.

How	to	Connect	with	NASA	Astrophysics	Subject	Matter	Experts	(SMEs):

• NASA’s	Universe	of	Learning	is	compiling	a	SME	database
• Talk	to	us	directly
• Send	us	an	email	– info@universe-of-learning.org

• Search	the	NASA	Science	SME	Map	(being	populated)	-
https://science.nasa.gov/learners/sme-map

SME	DatabaseNASA’s	Universe	of	Learning



SPACE TELESCOPE
SCIENCE INSTITUTE

This	product	is	based	upon	work	supported	by	NASA	under	award	number	NNX16AC65A	to	the	Space	Telescope	
Science	Institute,	working	in	partnership	with	Caltech/IPAC,	Jet	Propulsion	Laboratory,	Smithsonian	Astrophysical	
Observatory,	and	Sonoma	State	University.	

Any	opinions,	findings,	and	conclusions	or	recommendations	expressed	in	this	material	are	those	of	the	author(s)	
and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	of	the	National	Aeronautics	and	Space	Administration.

https://www.universe-of-learning.org/



nightskynetwork.org





Tips	for	working	with	clubs
• Plan	ahead	– request	an	event	right	from	the	NSN	website!	
• Visit	a	club	star	party	or	meeting
• Think	about	the	venue

• Lights
• Sprinklers

• Volunteer	appreciation

bit.ly/PartnerNSN

Vivian	White
vwhite@astrosociety.org



NASA’s Museum Alliance is an active community of practice
that provides informal educators with.access to NASA resources.



Our Platforms
• Member website of searchable resources
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Our Platforms
• Member website of searchable resources

• Calendar of mission events, deadlines, etc

• Regular live briefings by NASA experts 

• Direct assistance to members



Member Website



Presentations by NASA Experts
• Live conversations, Q&A 

• Presentation materials

• Key links and websites

• Average of 4 a month

• Archived recording and transcript
NASA’s	Universe	of	Learning:		
Birth	of	Stars,	Near	and	Far



Find Us

https://informal.jpl.nasa.gov/museum/

Amelia.J.Chapman@nasa.jpl.gov



Solar System Ambassadors

• Began as the Galileo Ambassador program in 1997; became SSA in 1999
• Currently 1,000 space-enthusiast volunteers 
• 50 states, DC, Puerto Rico, Guam, US Virgin Islands and US citizens living 

abroad in Canada, Germany, Haiti, Netherlands, Shanghai, Spain, United 
Kingdom

• Solar System Ambassador Master Teacher Subgroup
• Website:  www.solarsystem.nasa.gov/ssa/home.cfm
• Email address:  ambassad@jpl.nasa.gov
• Management:  Kay Ferrari and Heather Doyle

Who We Are



What We Do

• Public engagement in a variety of venues
• Events (since 2001):           43,582

– Direct Audience:       9,675,857
– Indirect Audience: 484,946,248 readers/viewers/listeners

• Collaborate with NISE Network, Museum Alliance, Night Sky Network, 
STAR_Net Libraries, Girl Scouts Reaching for the Stars and other NASA-
funded STEM engagement projects on training and events

Solar System Ambassadors



If what I do makes a difference in the life of just one child, then it was worth doing.  --Sr. Clarice Lolich, 
Solar System Ambassador

Why We’re Ambassadors

ut not simpler.”

Solar System Ambassadors



Gene and Danielle today.  Danielle is in her second year at Case Western Reserve 
University in Ohio, majoring in engineering.  She’s looking into NASA internships…

Update…

Solar System Ambassadors





Sarah Marcotte-Mars Exhibits on Loan
Jet Propulsion Lab/ Mars Education
Sarah.s.marcotte@jpl.nasa.gov

Andrea Jones
Solar System Exploration Division- Lunar!
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Andrea.j.jones@nasa.gov

Carolyn Slivinski  Education Specialist
Space Telescope Science Institute                        
Hubble, Chandra, Spitzer The Great Observatories
slivinski@stsci.edu

Carolyn Y Ng
PRINCIPAL SCIENTIST- Solar Telescopes-
SOHO, SDO, Parker Solar Probe
Goddard Heliophysics Division
carolyn.y.ng@nasa.gov





Imagine	Children’s	Museum
Everett,	WA



Free	Admission	Nights:
• Average	attendance	

>800	per	night
• Most	attendees	are	

low-income
• Half	of	attendees	

surveyed	stated	that	
they	would	not	be	
able	to	attend	the	
museum	without	free	
admission





Katherine	Kornei,	Ph.D.	 hobbies4kk@gmail.com
---Astrophysicist,	science	communicator

Astrophysicist Museum	Educator

Science	Journalist



Katherine	Kornei,	Ph.D.	 hobbies4kk@gmail.com
---Astrophysicist,	science	communicator

Subject	matter	expert	for:	

• educational	videos
• museum	exhibits
• art	installations
• smartphone	apps
• planetarium	shows



Katherine	Kornei,	Ph.D.	 hobbies4kk@gmail.com
---Astrophysicist,	science	communicator

So	you	want	a	science	advisor?	

Be	upfront—ask!
• An	out-of-the-blue	inquiry	is	fine,	but	a	personal	connection	is	better.

Provide	details
• Project	timeline,	deliverables.
• Why	is	my	expertise	desirable?	
• Will	I	be	working	with	other	science	advisors?	

Offer	a	stipend	(maybe)
• Hourly	rate,	honorarium.	
• Non-monetary	benefits	(acknowledgement,	copy	of	a	deliverable	like	a	book).

Respect	different	working	styles
• Email	vs.	phone	vs.	in-person	meetings.

Convey	the	excitement	of	your	project	and	its	positive	impact	on	science	education.	



Building	Community	Bridges	With	
Hands-on	Science

Mt.	Haleakala	Summit		- Science	City	at	the	10,013	FT	altitude

Image	from	/haleakalacrater.com



• The	summit	of	Haleakala	is	
one	of	the	most	sought-after	
locations	in	the	world	for	
ground-based	telescopes	
(over	dozen	observatories).

• Sacred	Mountain	to	Native	
Hawaiian	community.

• Engaging	community.	Keeping	
informed.

Image	by	Maui	No	KaOi Magazine

Background	image	by	UH	IFA



• Our	Partners:	UH	Institute	for	Astronomy,	
National	Solar	Observatory,	
US	Air	Force	Research	Lab,	
The	Faulkes Telescope	Project	is	the	
education	arm	of	Las	Cumbres
Observatory	Global	Telescope	Network,		
Amateur	Astronomers.

• Public	Library	Events
• Institute	for	Astronomy	Open	House
• AstroDays or	SunDays
• Astronomy	on	Tap
• School	Visits
• Community	Events

Background	image	by	UH	IFA



Thank You

This	material	is	based	upon	work	supported	by	NASA	under	cooperative	agreement	award	numbers	NNX16AC67A	and	
80NSSC18M0061.

Any	opinions,	findings,	and	conclusions	or	recommendations	expressed	in	this	material	are	those	of	the	author(s)	and	do	not	
necessarily	reflect	the	view	of	the	National	Aeronautics	and	Space	Administration	(NASA).


